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PREFACE

The 3ligo Branech, which is a tributary of the Mnacostia
River, draina that area which lies immediately to the eesst of
Eensington, Woodside, Silver Springs, end Takoma Park. It has
for meny years been the object of occcasional visits on the part
of the botaniste of Washington. Gpecimens representing more
then three humndred species collected in this area, are to be
found in the Distriet Flora collection at the National Herbari-
um, meny of these having been collected forty or more years ago.

Due to the marked growth of the Washington suburbs, much
of the original flora has been destroyed, Recent development
of the 31igo Parkway, while it hss sdded much to the convenlence
of motoriasts end ereated excellent picnic fecilitles, has been
asccompemied by considerable destruction of the native vegetation.
However, there yet remain memy sections which are of Interest
botanicelly. Extension of New Hampshire Avenue has stimulated
a large building progrem in some of the finest of these wooded
sections.

The author has for thirty-one years resided within easy
reach of the Sligo Brameh. During ell that time it hes been his
favorite resort. Increased interest in the study of boteny in
g more strietly sciemtific end systematlic menner has resulted
in the preparation of this Flora of the regiom.

The author's collsctions have been made during the past two
years, In so limited a time it has not been possible to locate
mything like the total number of species which almoat certainly
ean still be foumd within the esrea. To fill, in part, these gaps
in the 1list, a thorough search has been made through the entire
Mlatrict collection in the National Herbarium for specimens col-
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lected within the area. All specimens recorded as from Takoma,
Silver Springs, Woodside, Kemsington and Terra Cotta, have been
ineluded in this 1ist. Silver Springs, Woodside, end especlally
Kensington, lie in part in the Rock Creek drainage aerea and 1%
is possible that a few specimens listed may have been collected
on that side of the divide., However, it is highly probable that
a careful search would reveal all of these within our renge mnd
go 1t 418 felt proper that these be ineluded in the llat. The
same is true of Terrs Cotta, The small stream which drasins that
area flows into the Northwest Breanch less than one fifth of a
mile below its jJuneture with the Sligo. Terra Cotta was accessi-
ble to Washington botanists, and meny specimens have been col-
lected from there, especlally from the so-called Terra Cotta
Swemp, We have rightly inecluded these in our list.

Enﬁrﬂ search in the herbarium of the University of Mary-
land added nearly a dozen additional specles,

To supplement further the liast of grasses, search was made
in the herbarium of the Catholie University. Almost no speci-
mens from the setual 5ligo drainege are to be found. However,
many specimens collected by the late Theodore Holm at Terra Cotta
and Bunker Hill, were found and these have been included as
gpecies which may confidently be expected within our limita,

An addition not originally planned 1s a list of fungl, the
results of collections made during July, August and September
of 1859,

Specimens of all ecollections made by the suthor are to be
fomd in the Herbarium of Washington NMissiomary College, located
on the 3ligo in Takoma Park, or in his own personal herbarium,



INTRODUCTION

The 8ligo Bremch rises in Wheaton Towship, Montgomery
Comty, flowa in a southeasterly direction for s distesnce of
aseven snd one-fourth miles, measured in a stresit line, to its
Jumeture with the Northwest Ersnch about one-third of a mile
north of the Queen's Chapel Road, The total area of the Sligo
drainege is twelve asquare miles. The region immediately west
1s drained by Roeck Creek; that to the esst by Northwest Branch.
The exact location of the divides which separste the Sligo basin
from that of the adjacent streams can be seen by reference to
the topographical map.

For convenience sake, both in the preparation and in the
future use of this Flora, the territory has been arbitrarily
limited as follows: on the weat by the Baltimore snd Ohio rail-
road from Terra Cotta Station northward to Silver Springs, north
on the BErookville Road to Wheatonj on the north by the highway
leading from Wheaton to Chestnut Ridgej on the east by the
Bladensburg Road from Chestnut Ridge south to Riggs Road, on
Riggs Road %o Agar Road, south on Ager Road to the Queen's Chapel
Road; and on the south by Queen's Chapel Road to Bunker Hill Road,
west on Bunker Hill Road to Sargents Road, north one-helf mile
on Sargenta Road to the wnpaved road which lesds due west ne-
third mile to Terrs Cotte Station.

The chlef physiographlc feature is the fall line which sepa-
rates the Pledmont from the Comsstal Plain eres. The Pledmont
Platesu is the northwestem smnd higher division with its charasc-
teristic uplands, underlain by very snclent roeks., The 3ligo
has wom & narrow chamnel down into the old surface, with rugged,



elosely confined slopes, The Piedmont slope gradually descends
toward the southeast and merges intc the Coastal Plain near Riggs
Road, Above this "fall line"” the valley is nerrow snd in places
glmost gorge-like snd rockyesided, and below, wide-spreading and
characteristie of the Coastal Flein. This lower, southeastern
portion of the region, the Coasstal Flein, is made up of wmcon-
solidated sediments - clays, semds, and gravels = in beds as
deposited upon the older crystalline rocks, Here the stream be-
comes noticeably sluggish send meandering,

Below Riggs Road is more recent loam snd gravel of the
Fleistocene, Northward slong the ravines of the Sligo and its
tributaries, and in North Tekoma snd Silver Springs, are the
sncient Archesn rocks of granitee-gneiss type, including granite,
gneissoid granite, snd schistose grenite. In the wplands be-
tween the 5ligo and its tributery the Long Bramch in the north-
eastern part of Takoma, and slso between North Takoma and Silver
3prings, is fomd the Cretaceous sand snd eclay of the Potomac
formation, MNice is ebwndsnt in the vieinity of Silver Springs
end Eensington,

Lime in the soil of the Piedmomt 15 due to accumulations
of leaf mold, end not from the weathering of limestone. Soil in
the Cosstal Plaein is more mcid. This difference in the soll of
the twe regions 1s reflected in the flora. For exampls,
Melanthiwm virginicun and Stenemthivm gramineum, plants which
roquire a moist, acid soll, have been collected only in the
Coastal Plain at Terra Cotta swamp. The flors in the ravine of
the Piedmont ares includes many momtain and northern plants,

The uplend areas have been under cultivation for very many



Yyears end mest of the original flora has been destroyed. Nany
weedy specles have been introduced, chiefly plants of European
origin, All plants indigenous to the region, mad those fomnd
ag oscapes from cultivation have beemn included but no attempt
has bDeen made to include the mamy omamental plants which are
fomd only mnder «M:llﬂ"l‘l-ﬂm.

To facillitate use of this check list in comjmetion with
the well kmown Gray's Maenual, the systematic arrangement has
been made identlcal throughout, this is the system of Engler
end Prantl. The nomenclature is in accord with the rules of
the Intemational Code. Nomenclature of the imerican Code has
been placed in smonymy to facilitate use in eomnection with
the District Flora and cother works which have employed this
now discarded code.

Common mames se recorded in Cray's Menual, the District
Flera, snd Eritton méd Brown, have been included to add %o the
practical value of the list with the botanical laity. Indi-
cations of the time of bloom are based upon the Matrict Flora.

In the lists nl.’i. specles marked with an asterik are based
upon specimens in the District Flors collection at the National

Herbarium.



